
PERMANENT PEOPLE’S TRIBUNAL AGAINST
IMPERIALIST WAR AND NATO

Call to participate in the Second Session

Madrid, 18th and 19th June 2016

This call is addressed to all social organizations, groups and individuals wishing
to  participate  in  the  drafting  of  a  declaration  against  imperialist  war  and  in
support  of  an  anti-war  culture,  from  different  fields  and  viewpoints,  and  to
collaborate in the activities of the Permanent People’s Tribunal Against War and
NATO (TPPCGIO). 

The Tribunal will hold its Second Session in Madrid, on 18 and 19 June 2016.
Its work will be organized around five Panels, focusing on the following political
and social scenarios:

 Palestine / Middle East

 Venezuela / Latin America

 Ukraine / Eastern Europe

 Western Sahara

 Victims and refugees

The Panels’ conclusions will  be presented at the plenary session, which will
discuss and approve the Second General Resolution of the Tribunal.

The goals of the Tribunal and the participation procedures are detailed below. 

____________________________________________________________

Background:

The Permanent People’s Tribunal Against War and NATO was constituted in
Madrid on November 8th 2015 after three working sessions attended by more
than 80 people from many parts of and from abroad.

The Constituent Sessions, which had followed on from the mobilizations against
the NATO manoeuvres being held in Spanish territory, debated four thematic
areas: “War and the media”, “Low intensity wars and coups d'état”, “NATO” and
“Refugees”. 

Following these debates,  the TPPCGIO issued a General  Resolution  and a
specific resolution for each of the subject areas.

The General Resolution condemned the main agents of imperialist intervention.
It particularly condemned NATO, its allied States and its high commands, further
pointing to the political, economic, and media agents responsible for spreading
imperial war throughout the world, and their impunity. It also called on “to social



movements and organizations to endorse these condemnations and mobilize in
favour of the demands put forward here”.

In order to guarantee the continuity of the work done so far, in January 2016 it
was decided to hold a Second Session in June; to that end five Working Groups
were set up, focusing on the following issues:

 War and the media
 Economy and war
 War and laws
 Interference and impunity
 Victims and resistance

These Working Groups have focused their efforts on describing the ways in 
which imperialist aggression has manifested itself in five “war scenarios”: four of
these are “hot” regions, while the fifth relates to the scenario of the victims and 
refugees as a worldwide consequence of war which cannot be differentiated by 
regions. 

Our aim:

The ongoing spate of wars continues to spread into ever more geographical
areas as an instrument of the treat economic and financial powers, immersed
as they are in a major systemic crisis of capitalism, which need imperial powers
of control and dispossession to increase their profit margins.

The  imperialist  powers,  grouped  under  their  military  alliance,  NATO,  are
unwilling to  negotiate  their  interests with  other  powers,  and are increasingly
violent in their determination to impose their own world view. 

The absence of the USSR as a countervailing force has allowed the imperialists
to follow a policy of boundless harassment, siege, and criminal assault against
any peoples who attempt to follow their own path, using all kinds of coercive
means, either directly or through proxies. 

At the same time, within the imperialist metropolises the sectors most grievously
hit by the economic crisis are immigrant populations, once useful as a workforce
to enhance corporate profits but nowadays abandoned to their fate in a situation
of  growing  marginalization  and  xenophobia  in  which  the  sickness  of
sectarianism is able to spread unchecked. 

In  this  context  we  see  the  most  extreme  expressions  of  violent  response,
skilfully manipulated by the sponsors of imperial war in order to cow their own
populations. 

This feeling of fear is reinforced by the phantom of mass immigration by people
who see no alternative but to escape the violence and misery created by the
West. 

Again, this fear is enthusiastically fuelled by governments and opinion-makers
so as to justify the most drastic restrictions on democratic rights and freedoms
ever seen, in a growing state of exception characterized by an arbitrariness
typical of fascism, while at the same time extreme right movements continue to
grow throughout Europe.



Given these circumstances, the TPPCGIO believes there is an urgent need to
draw attention to the links between the dynamics of survival of a rampaging
capitalist system and the most obvious effects this has on common perceptions:
terrorism, mass migration, and generalized destruction and chaos. 

We wish to make it plain that all this has not emerged from nothingness or as a
consequence  of  peripheral  peoples’  inability  to  govern  themselves:  it  is  the
logical outcome of a self-destructive system and of the premeditated actions of
imperial  power centres aimed at sustaining that system, whose main agents
need to be identified, exposed and condemned as the originators of  all  this
crime and destruction.

The mere knowledge of these facts when they are presented in isolation does
not enable us to grasp the real dimensions of imperialist war. We therefore seek
to help raise people’s awareness by giving them the means to look beyond the
mere  repetition  of  slogans  and  commonplaces  and  by  helping  to  forge  an
alternative discourse to that of the powers that be. 

Call for participants:

We call on all  social organizations, groups and individuals who are willing to
participate in the drafting of a declaration, against imperialist war and in support
of an anti-war culture, from different fields and viewpoints, to take part in the
work of the Permanent People’s Tribunal Against War and NATO.

The Tribunal will hold its Second Session in Madrid on 18 and 19 June 2016.

Main guidelines of participation:

1. Goals

The Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal Against Imperialist War and NATO is intended
to  serve  as  an  observatory  on  war  and  on  its  causes,  consequences  and
culprits. It will also serve as a channel for the creation of an archive to record
the memory and the resistance of peoples against the barbarity of war.

In  the conviction that  war  is  not  only  a  matter  of  armed intervention but  of
forcible subjugation by economic and political means that violates the right of
peoples  to  exercise  their  sovereignty,  the  Tribunal  seeks  to  embody  and
disseminate  social  and  political  condemnation  of  the  situation  created  by
military interventions.

Its specific goals are:
 To bring  together  as  many  people  from  social,  political  and  labour

organizations, and social movements, in a condemnation of war and its
instruments.

 To document and contribute to the promotion of such legal actions as
may be undertaken to put an end to the impunity of those responsible for
war.

 To contribute to the growth of an anti-war social conscience.



 To demonstrate that war, like other great issues that vitally affect us, is
screened from public debate and decision-making.

 To alert  to the constant warlike escalation, the increasing numbers of
wars and their victims, to their cruelty, and to the suffering caused to the
most vulnerable.

 To  help  mobilize  peoples  against  imperialist  wars  and  their
consequences.

2. Who is called on to participate:

All individuals, social organizations and groups who are willing to participate in
the drafting of a declaration, against imperialist war and in support of an anti-
war culture, from different fields and viewpoints

All those who wish to act as witnesses and testify to war crimes.

3. Registration and modes of participation:

 The Tribunal is already working on the following Political and social war
scenarios:

 Palestine/Middle East
 Venezuela/Latin America
 Ukraine/Eastern Europe
 Western Sahara
 Victims and refugees

 These will be the areas allotted to the Panels in which the June sessions
will be organized.

 The invitation extends to anyone interested in helping in the preparatory
work of the Panels, which will  provide the bases for discussion at the
June sessions.

 Participants can take part in both the preliminary work and the sessions
themselves in person, by videoconference or by sending in a paper or an
audio message. 

 Interested organizations and individuals should contact the Permanent
Secretariat of the Tribunal at the following e-mail address; the Secretariat
will  put  then  in  touch  with  the  coordinator  of  the  Panel  concerned
tribunalcontralaguerra@gmail.com

 In  order  to  make our  work easier. anyone wishing  to  submit  relevant
information without first contacting the Tribunal or the Panel coordinators
should follow the instructions published on the website

 : 

https://forocontralaguerra.org/portal-del-tppcgio/segundas-
sesiones/instrucciones-para-la-rendicion-de-la-documentacion/ 
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 Contributions must be received by 5 June so as to give the Tribunal time
to organize the materials before the sessions begin. 

 Those who make effective contributions to the work of the Tribunal will
become  part  of  the  Advising  Council  of  the  Tribunal  and  will  be
recognized as such. 

 The Tribunal has also foreseen other ways of collaboration through the
constitution of a Support Group; all those who are not able or willing to
contribute with materials or to attend the sessions but who still want to
make explicit their support to the initiative can join this Group. 

 All the information about the second session and its preliminary works
will be published on the Website of the Forum Against Imperialist War
and  NATO,  on  the  section  created  for  the  Second  Session  of  the
TPPCGIO:  https://forocontralaguerra.org/portal-del-tppcgio/segundas-
sesiones/.

 On the Tribunal’s website there is an inscription form; all people 
interested in attending the session of the Tribunal are kindly asked to 
register before June 16th: http://wp.me/P6uBDM-2I  7. 

4. Organization of the Tribunal sessions on 18 and 19 June.

 Each Panel will have a coordinator in charge of distributing information
and contacting all members of his/her group. Each Panel will appoint a
Rapporteur to draw up a summary of the discussions and debates on
that Panel for the Plenary session. 

 On the morning of Saturday 18th the Panels will hold separate meetings
to consider all the contributions received. 

 First thing in the afternoon the members of each Panel will debate the
issues  discussed  in  the  morning  and  will  prepare  a  summary  report
which the Rapporteur will present to the Plenary, including each Panel’s
conclusions in  the form of  a  diagnostic  and a specific  proposal  for  a
Resolution. 

 During the second half of the afternoon there will be a Plenary session to
bring together  all  the work done by the Panels.  The Rapporteurs will
report their findings and the session will  debate the content of a Final
Resolution. 

 There will  be a Committee in  charge of  Drafting the Resolution.  This
Committee  draw  up  a  draft  of  a  Final  Resolution  on  the  basis  of
discussions at the first Plenary session. 

 On the morning of Sunday 19th there will be another Plenary session at
which  the  Drafting  Committee  will  present  its  draft  Resolution  for
discussion. 

 This will be followed by a platform for guest speakers to allow the victims 
of imperialist war to give their testimony.
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 Finally, at the end of the morning there will be a third Plenary session to 
approve the Final Resolution. This last document will constitute the 
Second Declaration of the Permanent People’s Tribunal Against 
Imperialist War and NATO.

 The specific venues and timetables will be duly announced on the 
Tribunal’s Portal.

 All documents containing information about war, and the documents 
submitted to and produced by the Tribunal at its sessions will be placed 
in a documentary  corpus which will be freely accessible on the blog of 
the Forum Against Imperialist War and NATO 
(https://forocontralaguerra.wordpress.com/).

Madrid, 7 May 2016

The Tribunal Promoters
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